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Integrated Studies 
 
Synapse 9 • Full year 
Synapse 9 integrates Science and Humanities, allowing students to engage 
with ideas and topics that combine the subjects while making connections, 
working with others, and communicating effectively. Students will learn to 
use technology as a tool to access information, create products, and 
express ideas. Synapse will center around focus questions  
as students gain foundational thinking and performance skills.  
 
The key themes of this class will be  

● Revolution  
● (Scientific, Atomic, Political, Technological) 
● Evolution  
● (Scientific, Social, War)  
● Innovation 
● Global Issues  

 
Required for 9th grade 
students 
Indicators to be addressed: 
ELA 1a, 1b, 1c, 1d, 1e, 2a, 
2b, 2c, 2d, 3a, 3b, 3c, 4a, 
4b, 5a, 6a, 6b; Science 
1b,1c, 4b, 4c, 4d, 6a, 6b, 
6c, 6d, 6e; Global 
Citizenship: 1a, 1b, 1c, 1d, 
2a, 2b, 2c, 5a, 5b 
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Synapse 10 • Full Year 
Synapse 10 combines Science and Humanities, allowing students to 
engage with ideas and topics that combine the subjects, making 
connections, working with others, and communicating effectively. Students 
will learn to use technology as a tool to access information, create 
products, and express ideas. They will have opportunities to pursue their 
interests and invest personally in their learning. 
The key themes of this class will be: 
Human Impact on the BioSphere 
Identity and Genetics 
WWII and the Holocaust 
What is Truth? 
Your Turn To Discover (YT2D) 
Indicators to be 
addressed:  
ELA 1a, 1b, 1c, 
1d, 1e, 2a, 2b, 
2d, 3a, 3b, 3c, 
4a, 4b, 5a, 6a, 
6b; Science: 
1b, 1c, 2a, 2c, 
2d, 3d, 4a, 4c, 
4d, 6a, 6b, 6c, 
6d, 6e; Global 
Citizenship:  1a, 
1b, 1c, 1d, 2a, 
2b, 2c, 3a, 3b, 
5a, 5b  
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NEW! 
Independent Projects/Guided Academic Support • 1st or 2nd Semester 

This class can be flexible, depending on 
the needs of the student. Some students 
will design independent projects focused 
on an area of interest that demonstrate 
required proficiencies. With the instructor's 

help, students will use LiFT to identify proficiencies needed for graduation 
that they can address through their projects. Other students may choose to 
sign up for this class if they need a structured academic support. 
Indicators addressed: TBD by student and teacher  
 
Bioethics and Science through Literature • 2nd semester 
Bioethics will allow students to delve into a variety of controversial issues in 
society. Students will focus on issues through the lense of current scientific 
research, while also focusing on societal influences in the making of ethical 
decisions. In examining the morality of situations, students will formulate 
arguments based on scientific research, paying particular attention to 
supporting evidence. In addition, students will include in their arguments 
influences that are more difficult to quantify, such as background, personal 
experience, and religion. Students will also study literature, investigating 
how authors make connections to science and civilization and how science 
influences culture. Possible titles for study include The Immortal Life of 
Henrietta Lacks and Flowers for Algernon. 
Open to 12th grade students. 
Indicators to be addressed: ELA 1a, 1b, 1c, 1d, 1e, 2a, 2b, 2d, 3a, 3b, 3c, 4a, 4b, 5a, 6a, 6b, Science 6a, 
6b, 6c, 6d, 6e (other Science indictors possible) 
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English Language Arts 

 
Honors American Literature • Full year 
Open to 11th and 12th graders 
This class will emphasize literary analysis based on the study of classic 
American Literature. 
Indicators to be addressed: ELA 1a, 1b, 1c, 1d, 1e, 2a, 2b, 2d, 3a, 3b, 3c, 4a, 4b, 5a, 6a, 6b 

 
Senior Honors English • Full year 
Students will engage in a demanding 
curriculum emphasizing language study, 
writing, and literature analysis. They will study 
the influence that a country or region’s history 
and culture have on the text and examine the 
universal questions that the classics raise. The 
literature studies will provide a base of 
knowledge for post-secondary study. Possible 
texts include The Once and Future King, 

Othello, Heart of Darkness, Things Fall Apart, Dawn, The Canterbury 
Tales, and Frankenstein. Students are responsible for summer work that 
must be completed for the first day of class.  
Open to 12th grade students.  
Indicators to be addressed: ELA 1a, 1b, 1c, 1d, 1e, 2a, 2b, 2d, 3a, 3b, 3c, 4a, 4b, 5a, 6a, 6b 
 
Senior English • 1st semester 
Students will focus on ELA proficiencies that they need for graduation. 
Literature will provide the basis for discussion and writing. Possible texts 
include Beowulf, The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven, Things 
Fall Apart, Dawn, and Frankenstein.  
Open to 12th grade students.  
Indicators to be addressed: ELA 1a, 1b, 1c, 1d, 1e, 2a, 2b, 2d, 3a, 3b, 3c, 4a, 4b, 5a, 6a, 6b 
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American Literature • Full Year 
In this course students will address the basic question “What is the 
American Dream?” through reading poems, stories, plays and nonfiction. 

Topics to explore will be economic 
barriers, cultural and class distinctions, 
immigration, and other factors that 
contribute to the concept of the 
American Dream. 
  
By the end of the course, students will 
be able to adapt language, voice, and 
style in writing and speaking to 
effectively communicate ideas, be able 
to use writing and speaking as an 

effective tool to influence others and enact change, and be able to maturely 
comprehend and analyze works of literature to generate insightful ideas 
about themselves, their cultural history, and their world. 
Indicators to be addressed: ELA 1a, 1b, 1c, 1d, 1e, 2a, 2b, 2c, 2d, 3a, 3b, 3c, 4a, 4b, 5a, 6a, 6b 
 
 
Independent English • 1 semester 
This course will provide students with an opportunity to pursue topics of 
interest as they advance their skills in English Language Arts.  
Possible Indicators to be addressed: ELA 1a, 1b, 1c, 1d, 1e, 2a, 2b, 2d, 3a, 3b, 3c, 4a, 4b, 5a, 
6a, 6b 
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Mathematics 
 
NEW! Integrated Algebra and Geometry • Full year 
Begin (or continue) your study of Geometry and/or Algebra.  Our former 
Alg. 1, Alg. 2 and Geometry curriculums are being offered in a “go at your 
own pace” format.  Using technology and multiple supporting teachers, 
students will be able to excel at their own rate as they prepare for 
Precalculus, SATs, graduation, and beyond.  
 
Based on the proficiencies they have already mastered, each student will 
learn new skills and improve their problem solving.  Motivated students 
may independently forge ahead.  Students who did not gain proficiency in 
past Algebra or Geometry classes can 
target the specific skills they have not yet 
gained. The class will offer direct small 
group instruction, independent learning 
using teacher created electronic 
materials, one-on-one check-ins, and 
larger group investigations. 
Indicators to be addressed: Algebraic Concepts 
2a, 2b, 2c, 2d, 2e, Geometric Concepts 3a, 3b, 3c, 3d, 3e, as well as Algebra 2 skills. 
 
Pre-Calculus  • Full year 
Pre-Calculus is recommended for students who are interested in 
post-secondary study.  This course uses graphing calculator technology to 
study problem situations analytically, graphically, and numerically. 
Algebraic modeling is stressed in the following topics: polynomial and 
rational functions, exponential and logarithmic functions, and vectors. 
Trigonometry (triangles and waves) will be the main topic of the second 
semester.  
Indicators to be addressed: Math 2a, 2b, 2c, 2d, 2e, 3e  
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AP Calculus • full year 
This course will prepare students for college level mathematics.  Graphing 
calculators will be used extensively.  Topics include limits, differentiation, 
integration, logarithmic and exponential functions, and volume of solids of 
revolution. Students may choose to take the Advanced Placement (AP) 
Calculus exam in May.  
 
Applications of Probability and Statistics • 2nd semester 
Students will apply measures of central tendency, graphing techniques, 
standard deviation, ideas of normal distribution to real life situations both 
locally and globally. Learning will be project based but will also require 
short homework sets. Units of study where we apply newly learned skills 
could include local transportation, energy use, the economy, population 
trends.  
Indicators to be addressed: Math 4a, 4b, 4c, 4d 
 
Financial Literacy  • for Juniors and Seniors • 1st semester on x-day 

Looking to avoid bankruptcy in the 
future?!  Want to buy that super 
car?!  This course will introduce you 
to many issues you will deal with 
every day.  Some areas covered are 
earning and budgeting money, 
choosing a credit card, 
purchasing/owning an automobile, 
managing loans, the insurance 
game, taxes, investments and 
retirement, and other life challenges.  
Indicators to be addressed: Math 1a, 1b, 1c, 
1d, 1e 
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Science 

 
 
Individual Lab Science • Offered Semester 1 & 2 
 
This course is designed primarily for juniors and seniors.  It will focus on a 
variety of lab skills, experimental design, and data analysis.  It will provide 
the opportunity for students to design their own experiments, as well as to 
participate in long term data collection. This will also provide students with 
the opportunity to address specific indicators needed for graduation. 
Indicators to be addressed: Science 6a-6e  
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NEW!! 
Wildlife Biology •  1st Semester  
Students will study the natural world from a biological and ecological 
perspective. Our emphasis will be on gathering data and observations from 
outside. We will capture and study pollinators in the early Fall as well as 
help learn about invasives, continue with the school’s multi-year study of 
the Eastern Pearl Shell Mussel as well as look in local rivers for new 
locations of these creatures. As the weather turns colder we will also learn 
birds and participate in the December bird count. Students will be 
encouraged to develop their own wildlife project. 
Indicators to be addressed:  
Science 1a, 1b, 2a,2c, 4c, 5a, 6a - 6e 
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Physics Explorations • 2nd semester  
Students will learn about forces, motion, gravity, vectors, simple machines, 
momentum, work, energy and heat, electricity, and light and sound. We will 
do a lot of hands-on activities. A unit on astrophysics/astronomy using the 
Peacham telescope (Northeast Kingdom Astronomy Foundation) will be the 
centerpiece for learning about light. Students may take this while studying 
Biochemistry. 
 
Indicators to be addressed: Science 4b, 2c, 3a, 4a, 5b, 6a, 6b ,6c, 6d, 6e 
 
 

 
 
 
Chemistry • Full year  
Students will learn about the structure of matter, chemical interaction, 
phase changes, solutions, gas laws, acid-base reactions, and the scientific 
laws that describe these processes.  Class will include a combination of 
lecture, projects, readings, and learning lab basics.  Laboratory 
investigations will be used to illustrate concepts discussed, and students 
will be introduced to many tools and techniques commonly used in a 
chemistry lab.  Lab safety will be a strong focus in the lab. 
Indicators addressed: 1d, 4a, 5c, 6a-e 
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Health and Physical Education 

 
 

 
Meeting proficiencies in 
Physical Education 
requires that students 
have a variety of 
experiences that will 
promote healthy attitudes 
and life long activities. 
Indicators 
2a,2b.2c,3a,3b,3c,3d 

 
 
 

 
 
Physical Education Class • 1st or 2nd semester 
This class provides students with the opportunity for a more traditional 
class with student input. The goal is to provide a variety of team and 
individual sports to appeal to a wide  
variety of students. 
 
 
 
Outdoor Adventures •  1st or 2nd semester 
Activities in this course include more life long activities like: hiking, 
orienteering, kayaking, climbing, cross country skiing, biking and disc golf. 
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Health • 1st or 2nd Semester • 10th grade only 
This course will provide students with an overview of today’s health issues 
and give them the skills to navigate them.  Its purpose is to provide 
students with up to date health information and health skills that will help 
guide students in making better choices and more informed decisions 
about their health. The curriculum will cover a variety of topics.  Possible 
topics include; psychology, depression, suicide prevention, nutrition, eating 
disorders, how to help a friend, refusal skills, addiction, reproductive 
systems, childbirth, methods of birth control, sexually transmitted infections, 
sexual harassment, healthy relationships, communication skills, CPR and 
more if there is time. 
Health PBGR: 1.a, 1.b, 1.c, 1.d, 1.e, 1.f, 1.g, 1.h, 1.i, 1. 
 

      Hazel Ellen 
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Social Studies 

 
Honors U.S. History • Full year 
Honors United States History students will explore the cultural, economic, 
political and social development of the U.S. since colonial times.  The goals 
of this course are to develop an understanding of the principal themes in 
American history, to develop an ability to analyze historical evidence, and 
to express comprehension through written essays and projects.  
Indicators to be addressed: Global Citizenship 1a, 1b, 1c, 1d, 2a, 2b, 2c, 3a, 3b, 3c 

 
US History • Full year 
Semester one of this class 
focuses on the development 
and practice of democracy in 
America.  We will look at the 
historical foundations that 
shaped the Constitution, the 
compromises that were required 
to ratify the document, and the 
personalities that influenced 
that process.  We will then look 
at how the Constitution has developed since its inception and how it 
impacts our daily lives. 
Semester two will examine the historic, economic, social and political 
events that helped shaped the country that we live in today. This semester 
will be specifically targeting US history from the Civil War Era into the 21st 
century. The American people and their experiences are the heart of this 
course. As we begin to understand the influences of the past, we will 
connect those influences to our present and our future. The main goal of 
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this course is to develop responsible, critical thinking citizens! 
Indicators to be addressed: Global Citizenship: 1a, 1b, 1c, 1d, 2a, 2b, 2c, 3a, 3b, 3c 

 
Project-Based Learning • 1 semester 
In this course, students will design and implement 
one or more project-based learning activities. 

Project-based learning is a dynamic approach to 
teaching in which students explore real-world 
problems and challenges. Because project-based 
learning is filled with active and engaged learning, it 
inspires students to obtain a deeper knowledge of 
the subjects they're studying. Research also 
indicates that students are more likely to retain the 
knowledge gained through this approach far more 
readily than through traditional textbook-centered 

learning. In addition, students develop confidence and self-direction as they 
move through both team-based and independent work. 

In the process of completing their projects, students also hone their 
organizational and research skills, develop better communication with their 
peers and adults, and often work within their community while seeing the 
positive effect of their work.  

Indicators to be addressed:  These will be individualized for each student. 
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Criminal Justice • 1st Semester 

Taught by a former lawyer, this course provides an introduction into the 
fascinating world of crime and punishment. Students will explore how our 
society deals with criminals and their victims through the legal process and 
social programs. We will learn about crime scene investigation and have 

the opportunity to create and 
investigate our own crime scenes. 
 
Through a series of participatory 
mock trials and field trips, 
students will gain valuable insight 
into the legal system that affects 
all of our lives. This hands-on 

course will provide students with a firm foundational understanding of the 
criminal justice system. 
Proficiencies addressed:  GC 1a, 1c, 1d, 3a, 3b 
 

Participation in Government  • 2nd Semester 

Students will learn about how government works at the school, local, state 
and federal levels.  We will develop action plans for students to actually 
participate in the governments that affect their lives.  This class will offer 
students a real chance to make change.  
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World Language 
 
French/Spanish 101/102 • Level 1 • Full year  

 
Students in level one language will 
practice five skills: presentational 
speaking, interpersonal speaking, 
listening, reading and writing. 

While building vocabulary through topics such as description, clothing and 
shopping, house, food, and city, students will manipulate language chunks 
and grammatical structures to build simple, present tense sentences and 
paragraphs and to ask and answer questions in practiced contexts. 
Students will also study the cultural practices, products and perspectives of 
the target language world to learn where in the world French and Spanish 
are spoken and to develop cultural awareness. Students in level 1 need 
one proficient performance in each of the five skills in order to be proficient 
for the course and for graduation.  
Indicators to be addressed: World Language 1a,1b,1c,1d,1e 
 
French/Spanish 201/202 • Level 2 • Full year 
The second level course builds upon the proficiency achieved in Level 1. 
Students will continue to practice the five skills and begin to use the 
language to communicate past tense events and activities. Class time will 
focus on oral practice reinforced through reading, writing, and listening 
comprehension activities. Students will have opportunities to communicate 
on a variety of topics as they build sentences and paragraphs with more 
detail and complexity. Grammar and vocabulary are expressed with 
increasing accuracy and automaticity at this level. Proficiency at this level 
helps move students toward an area of distinction in World Language.  
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French/Spanish 301/302 • Level 3 • Full year 
The focus in Level 3 continues to build language skills while increasingly 
using them for communication. We 
continue to practice and assess the 
five skills in a variety of contexts 
and students are expected to be 
able to sustain longer oral and 
written communications in both the 
presentational and interpersonal 
modes. In the third year, students 
are able to move between the 
present and past time frames with 
accuracy and to communicate in practiced contexts using the future time 
frame and conditional phrases. Students are exposed to authentic oral and 
written texts that are then discussed using the target language. Proficiency 
at this level helps move students toward an area of distinction in World 
Language.  
 
French/Spanish 401/402 • Level 4 • Full year  
In the Level 4 course, students will be exposed to most of the verb tenses 
and be expected to understand and communicate using multiple 
timeframes with some accuracy. While we will continue to study and apply 
more complex grammatical concepts, the focus of this class will be to 
communicate about target language culture through the study of literature, 
current events, art, music, and history. Class instruction will be conducted 
in the target language and students will have regular practice speaking, 
reading, writing and listening in authentic contexts throughout the year. 
Students who are proficient at this level will achieve an area of distinction in 
World Language.  
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Visual & Performing Arts 
  
The goal of the Visual and Performing Arts program at Twinfield is to expose students to the 
world of communication through the arts.  Our objective is to help students gain the skills and 
knowledge necessary to understand the role of arts in our world and the ability to communicate 
their ideas through the various disciplines. 

● Each class gives students the opportunity to address the 11 performance indicators in the 
four proficiencies. 

● All classes are open to beginners and advanced students alike and may be taken multiple 
times.  

Visual and Performing Art Proficiencies: 
Proficiency     Performance Indicator 
1. Create          1a. Think: Generate ideas for artistic work. 
 1b. Make/Develop: Create and/or develop artistic work. * 
  1c. Improve: Refine and complete artwork. 
2. Present  2a. Select: Assess and select artistic work for presentation. 
 2b. Prepare: Prepare artistic work for presentation. * 
 2c. Communicate: Convey meaning through the presentation of artistic work. 
3. Respond 3a. Analyze: Analyze, reflect and respond to artistic work, yours and others’. * 
 3b. Interpret: Determine meaning and intent in artistic work. 
 3c. Evaluate: Use criteria to evaluate the success of artistic work. 
4. Connect 4a. Personalize: Make artistic work that synthesizes personal knowledge and 
                              experience.*  
 4b. Relate: Relate artistic ideas and artwork with society and culture. 
* Graduation Requirements: 
  Be proficient at the following four indicators 

● 1 Create: 1b. Make/Develop 
● 2 Present: 2b. Prepare 
● 3 Respond: 3a. Analyze 
● 4 Connect: 4a. Personalize 

Graduation With “Distinction” in the Visual and Performing Arts: 
·      Meet all eleven performance indicators and present a culminating exhibition/performance of 
artistic work. 
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Performing Arts 
 

 
Concert Band • Full year 
This class is an instrumental 
performing ensemble. Students 
will rehearse and perform band 
literature. Participants are 
exposed to ensemble playing, 
elements of band literature, 
terminology, self-discipline, with 
the long-term goal of a lifelong 
enjoyment of performing and an 
appreciation and understanding 

of performed music.  
● Prerequisites for this class is students who play and/or who have taken a minimum of 

one year of instrumental music lessons. 
 
Jazz Ensemble • Full year 
This performance ensemble is an outgrowth of concert band.  Jazz band is 
open to those students who perform on the following instruments: 
saxophone, trombone, trumpet, guitar, piano, bass, and piano.  

● Prerequisites for this course are one-year musical instrument instruction, membership in 
concert band and the desire to perform jazz/jazz rock music.  

● Open to students in grades 9 - 12 and by invitation to middle school students.  
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High School Chorus • Full year 

This class is for students who enjoy singing and want to develop their 
musical skills. Learn to sing in harmony, develop your voice, read music, 
developing ensemble skills, and collaborating with peers on musical 
projects.  Students will gain practical skills in music that also translate 
outside of the music classroom.  Performances are part of the course and 
students are eligible to participate in district, state, and New England music 
festivals, where students can experience singing with students from other 

schools. Open to students in grades 9 - 12. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Given 
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Visual  Arts 
 

2D Studio • 2nd Semester 
 
This class explores the tools needed to 
make compelling, personal artwork in a 
2D media such as printmaking, painting, 
drawing, collage and pastels. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Painting of Theo                      Eliza Cleary 
  

Digital Photography • 1st Semester                                                Gabriel Dunkling 
This class will focus on artistic expression and commercial aspects of 
digital photography through the taking of photos and post-production 
editing using Photoshop Elements (provided by the school) and free apps 
such as Snapseed. We will create projects that focus on fine art and the 
various commercial aspects of photography. 
Having your own camera is not required to take this class. A smart phone is fine or we 
will work something out.  
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Isabella LoRe 
 
 
Independent Art • 1st and/or 2nd semester 

 
For students who want to 
further explore a specific media 
or the communication of a 
particular idea or concept. Open 
to students who have 
successfully completed another 
art course, or permission of 
teacher. You will need to 
develop your plan at the start of 
this class.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

23 



 
 
 

 
 
Pottery Studio • 1st Semester 
We will focus on skill building, 
learning handbuilding and 
throwing techniques, 
becoming skilled at glazing 
along with different surface 
techniques. There will be 
required projects with lots of room for individual interpretation. 

                                                                                         Gavin Fowler 
 
 
Pottery Workshop • 2nd Semester 
This class can be taken as an 
introduction to pottery or as a more 
advanced pottery experience. The 
assignments will be basically the same 
as in pottery, but more advanced 
students will be able to complete more 
complex, personal work.  

Alexander Dufrene 
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Stained Glass • 1st Semester 
Students explore the material of 
stained glass to create engaging and 
original artwork. Projects include 
suncatchers, window panels, and 
mosaics. Topics include: composition, 
color, meaning and symbolism. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Colton Baslow 
Jewelry • 2nd Semester 
Students explore making jewelry and its methods and techniques.  Topics 
include adornment, symbolism and function.  

 
 
All courses are open to 
beginners and advanced 
students alike.  
Class projects are based on 
skill level and proficiency 
targets.  
Any course may be taken 
again at more advanced 
levels. 
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DESIGN TECHNOLOGY 
 
Note: Art projects and addressing VPA 
proficiencies may also be done in the 
following classes listed in the Design 
Technology program. 
  
The Design Technology Program at Twinfield is a 
self-directed, project based program where 
students choose projects based on areas of 
interest, skills, knowledge and experience. 
These projects can cut across disciplines and 
meet proficiencies in many different areas 
including Visual and Performing Arts, Science, 
and Math. 
  
Design Technology Proficiencies 
Proficiency     Performance Indicator 
1. Design  

1a. Define: Identify a challenge or 
problem to be solved. 
1b. Propose: Think of a possible solution and outline/sketch a solution/prototype. 

2. Build  
2a. Make: Construct a prototype or implement a system design  
2b. Test: Design and perform a test of the prototype/system 

3. Analyze  
3a. Record: Document results of test. 
3b. Evaluate: Determine success of prototype/system. 

4. Present  
4a. Communicate: Present your learning/results in a clear and organized way. 
4b. Re-Design: Propose a change to your design that might improve its function. 
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Graduation Requirements: 
·      There are no Design Technology requirements for graduation. 
  
Graduation With “Distinction” in Design Technology: 
·      Be proficient in all indicators and complete and present a culminating project. 
  
Classes (classes have different names for scheduling purposes only) 
All courses are open to beginners and advanced students alike. 
Classes are project based and can be taken multiple times. 
 

● Think Tank 
● Design Lab 
● Idea Workshop 
● Maker-space 
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Renaissance: Personalized Learning 

 
Renaissance 
Grades 9-12  
Learning happens 
anytime, anywhere. In 
Renaissance you 
personalize your learning 
by creating your own 
experiences based on 
your own interests and 
learning styles. 
Renaissance learning 
experiences can be 
academic or 
non-academic.  You can 
study creative writing with an author, the history of jazz with a historian or 
field botany with a local naturalist.  You can learn how to cook, weave, sew 
or build houses.  You can intern with a craftsperson, a doctor, a 
sportswriter, an engineer or any other career in which you are interested. 
You can design and build your own projects. Students have built water 
wheels; gas-powered bicycles; snow bikes; Adirondack chairs;  designed 
greenhouses.   Renaissance learning experiences can be community 
service-learning oriented. Students have built baseball dugouts for the 
school; started a Farm-to-school program; worked out a soup kitchen.  You 
can study with or without mentors; attend afternoon or evening classes 
(dance, karate, horseback-riding, piano, etc.).  You can travel with a 
purpose in the U.S. or abroad.  One student worked with rescue animals in 
Ecuador for a semester.  Another worked with a nurse in Haiti for three 
weeks.  You can work individually or with a small group of students; create 
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small classes and/or teach classes to others.   You can even design your 
whole high school learning experience.  
 

● The Renaissance Program Director and your mentor will help you 
structure your learning experience so it meets your needs and the 
proficiency(ies) you’ve chosen to focus on.   As in any 
proficiency-based learning experience you provide the evidence of 
your learning.  After you  present your learning via a final 
exhibition/presentation/celebration you will be part of the panel that 
assesses your level of proficiency.  

● Proficiencies met through Renaissance: 
You (with the help of the Renaissance Program Director and 
mentor) will choose the proficiencies you will meet through your 
study. 

● All Renaissance students will work towards proficiency in the 
Transferable Skills of Self-direction and Clear and Effective 
Communicator.  

 
Compilation of Renaissance Studies Since 2000 
 
Art 
Action Photography 
Animation 
Architectural Drafting Architecture Internship Art in Italy Art Journaling  
Art Portfolio Development Basketry 
Blacksmithing 
Cartooning  
Drawing (one study took place in Italy) Fashion Design Internship 
Feng Shui 
Figure Drawing Techniques Glassblowing  
Holsbrodt Camera Photography Illustration 
Landscape Painting 
Life Drawing  
Mixed Media 
Natural Dyes 
Painting 
Paper Arts 
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Photography (digital and film) Pen and Ink  
Pop-up Design Portraiture Pottery Quilting Stained Glass Videography Wire Sculpture Woodcarving

 
Music  
Bass Guitar  
Cello  
Classical Harp 
 Conga Drums  
Controller-ism Drums  
Guitar 
Electric Bass 
Jazz Guitar 
Men Who Dared (rock band) Midi Sequencing 
Music Composition 
Music Theory 
Performance Repertoire Recording and Sound Production Radio Broadcasting 
String Trio 
Sweet Nothings (Girl Band) Village Harmony 
Synthesizing Music 
Viola 
Violin 

 
Language  
American Sign Language 
 Conversational Spanish 
 Conversational French  
French Songwriting German  
Italian 
Korean 
Japanese 
Latin 
Scottish Gaelic 
Spanish Intensive in Costa Rica Yiddish 

 
Math  
Algebra 1 and 2  
Calculus Cryptography 
 Geometry  
Math In Music  
Math Survey Statistics 

 
Integrated studies  
Asian Cooking Baking 
Barn Management Chess  
Clowning 
Cooking 
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Custom Tabletop Role Playing Game Design Dog Training 
Energy Independent Vermont 
Massage Therapy 
Mediation 
Sailing 
Vegetarianism 
Vegan Cooking 

 
Engineering and Technology  
Architecture Internship Architectural Drafting Auto Accessorizing Auto Audio  
Auto Mechanics 
Boat Building 
Canoe Building 
Building a Moped from Scratch 
Building an Electric Guitar 
Computer App Design and Programming  
Computer Game Design and Programming  
Computer Programming  
Computer Technology Design and Construction  
Electrician Internship Engineering  
Internship Film Production  
Flint Knapping 
Furniture Making 
Kayak Building 
Machining of Helicopter Parts Radio Broadcasting  
Sled Bike Building 
Video Editing 
Videography 
Web Design and Programming Welding 

 
English  
1968: Vietnam War Era Literature Acting 
Advanced Grammar 
Adventure Blog  
African Literature 
American Literature 
British Literature With a Twist 
Creative Writing 
Deconstructing English (Linguistics) Dungeons and Dragons 
Editing and Publishing 
English As I See It: A Re-writing of English  
Grammatical and Spelling Rules Essay Writing 
Fashion Blog 
Feature Articles  
Feminist Theater 
Fundamentals of Grammar 
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Greek Mythology 
IDIOTES Magazine on Media Interpreting Broadway 
Latin American Literature 
Latin American Literature (in Spanish) Medieval Mysteries 
Novel Writing 
Photojournalism 
Poetry (analysis and writing) 
Reading for Pleasure 
Reconstructing English (Linguistics) Science Fiction Literature 
Songwriting 
Sports Journalism 
Writer's Workshop (intergenerational)  
Women’s Literature World Literature Zine Production 

 
Social Studies/History  
The 1960s 
Amnesty International 
Art History 
Buddhism 
Causes of War 
Civil War 
Communicating School Redesign Comparative Religions 
Conscientious Objection 
Contradictions of the 1950s 
Criminal Justice 
Cultural Geography 
Culture of Rape 
Economics 
Elementary Education Internship 
The Era of Impressionism 
Exploring Class 
Evolution of Weapons 
The Face of a Culture (travel to India)  
Cultures: Himalayas, Armenia, Afghanistan  
Exploring Non-Violent Direct Action 
Fall of the Goddess 
Far Eastern Mythology 
Film History 
Haiti 
Historical Dives 
Historical Portrayal of Women by Media History of Basketball 
History of Dressage 
History of Jazz 
History of Martial Arts 
History of Plainfield/ Marshfield Schools Icelandic Culture 
Irish Culture 
Image of Women 
Immigration Law 

 
 
 
 
 

32 



 
 
 

Immigration Studies 
Latin American History 
Midwifery Practices Around the World Music and the Civil Rights Movement Native American Culture 
Norse Mythology 
Poverty and Hunger 
Power of Music to Affect Historical Change Persecution and Prejudice in US Society Philosophy 
Progressive Education 
Pseudo Femme 
Radical Politics 
Secret Life of Beagles 
Sense of Place 
Sweatshop Labor 
Teaching English as a Second Language Trip to Africa: Ghanaian Dance and Culture Trust Fund for Foster Children 
Twinfield Livable Wage Campaign 
US Constitutional Law 
US Foreign Policy 
US Government 
Vietnam War 
Yiddish Culture 
Community  
Building Twinfield Baseball Dugouts Coaching Youth Basketball Coaching Little League 
Community Suppers 
Fire Fighting 
Grant writing/Concert Production Open Mike 
Plainfield Historical Society Plainfield Skateboard Park Plainfield Town Green 
Poetry Slams Recycling/Composting 
ReStore 
Soup Kitchen 
Twinfield Energy Audit 
Twinfield Greenhouse 
Women’s Prison Project Study Group 

 
Science  
Aeronautic Design Amphibians 
Anatomy and Physiology Astrology  
Astronomy 
Astrophysics 
Astrophotography 
Athletic Training 
The Biology in Botany Cave Exploration Brain Science  
Building an Unmanned Vehicle  
Children’s Health Advocacy  
Chiropractic 
 Internship Climate Justice 
Compost to Soil 
Dentistry Internship 
Dental Hygiene Internship 
Ecology of Peru (trip to Peru) Environmental Action Study Group Epidemiology 
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Farm to School 
Field Botany 
Flying Lessons and Pilot’s License Forensics 
Game Warden Internship Gerontology 
Herbology Internship 
Hydro- engineering 
Large Animal Veterinary Internship Medical Clinic Internship 
Medical Lab Internship 
Micro-Hydro 
Midwifery 
Natural Dyes 
Obstetrics 
Marine Biology 
Physics 
Physics of Music 
Physical Therapy Internship 
Pilot’s License 
Primitive Skills 
Production of Sound 
Rainforests 
Robotics 
Science and Politics of Climate Change  
Speech and Language Pathology  
Theories About the Universe 
Tracking Animals 
Tricks and Treats of Food 
Vermont Ecosystems 

 
Physical Education  
Akido 
Athletic Training 
Boot Camp 
Boxing 
Cross-country Running 
Dirt Bike Racing 
Dog Sledding 
Fencing 
Figure Skating 
Gymnastics 
Healthy Living 
Horseback Riding 
Managing a Basketball Team Pitching 
Karate 
Kettlebells 
Kickboxing 
Mountain Biking 
Personal Fitness Skateboarding 
Strength and Agility Training Tai Kwon Do 
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Winter Sports 
Yoga (Vinyasa, Kunalini) 
 
Dance Study Groups: 
African Dance 
 Ballroom Dancing 
Break-dancing 
Hip Hop  
Modern Dance 
Salsa 
Swing Dance 
Teen Jazz and the Art of Teaching Dance 

 
Purposeful Travel:  
Drawing in Italy 
African Dance in Ghana India 
Planting Hope in Nicaragua 
Assisting a Physician in Haiti  
Animal Rescue in Ecuador 

 
Note: Many of the studies listed have been created and re-created multiple times over the years.  
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